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PARADE THE CIRCLE CELEBRATES 
10 YEARS OF ARTISTIC ENERGY AND COMMUNITY 

CLEVELAND — Ten years ago this June, the first-ever Parade the Circle wound its way around the 
Wade Oval Green in the heart of Cleveland’s University Circle cultural center. On June 12, 1999, 35 
times the 1,000 spectators at that first parade will witness a spectacle that will be 20 times bigger than 
the experiment launched in 1990. Most participants and fans will arrive early and linger for hours to 
enjoy eats and free performances and hands-on activities on the Oval. For this special year, these events 
will culminate in a free concert by blues great Robert Lockwood, Jr. The 10“* Annual Parade the 
Circle Celebration takes place on Saturday, June 12, from 1 1 a.m. to 5 p.m. This/ree community arts 
event is presented by the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and University Circle Incorporated (UCI), 
along with more than 30 University Circle organizations. The Parade, which begins traversing its route 
at the CMA parking lot at noon, is sponsored by Metropolitan Bank and Trust. 

Unlike most parades. Parade the Circle relies solely on artistic expression and creativity, without 
using words, logos, motorized vehicles, or live animals (wheelchairs and assist dogs are okay). Asked 
what else is special about this lO'^ Parade, artistic director Robin VanLear, community arts coordinator 
at the CMA, points out significant relationships among community groups and University Circle 
institutions and between sponsors of community groups and their beneficiaries; heightened ambitions 
among the participants for their Parade entries; and an expanded role for Cleveland’s Hispanic 
minorities, engendered by CMA’s community outreach efforts and the appeal of this year s Diego 
Rivera exhibition. 

“The quality this year will be stunning,” VanLear said. “Ongoing assistance from Metropolitan 
Bank and Trust, the Ohio Arts Council, and other funders has helped the museum and UCI make Parade 


the Circle Celebration a viable and attractive draw for major parade and carnival artists to set aside time 
to come to Cleveland to work with us.” 

Opening the procession will be an ensemble featuring dancers from Cleveland School of the 
Arts’ YARD (Youth At Risk Dancing) company and Hathaway Brown School’s Moving Company. 
They will be joined by professional stiltdancers Cathy Vigo of Puerto Rico and Rick Simon of Canada, 
as well as by emerging dancers and stiltdancers from throughout Cleveland and (as every year) directors 
of about 15 of the University Circle institutions closely connected with the event. Artist Hector 
Castellanos, affiliated with Escuela Popular community center in Cleveland’s Tremont neighborhood, is 
designing batik costumes and masks for this group. 

This year's Parade theme is Rame Rasa. The name is a combination of Balinese and Sanskrit 
words. It means "the spirited energy of art that is created by a community working together," says 
VanLear, "Because the community participation in the Parade has skyrocketed over the past decade, I 
think the combination of Rame, meaning the bustling chaos of community interaction, and Rasa, the 
mood or sentiment evoked by art, makes a perfect theme for this 10th Parade the Circle Celebration." 

Many of the 1,800 Parade participants will meld the Parade’s theme with their own identities to 
create their entries. The Shaker Lakes Nature Center will be working with the Mount Pleasant Boys and 
Girls Club, with the help of Nature Center volunteers from Eaton Corp. In their project, “The Web of 
Life,” critters from the Nature Center will stroll through the circle of life to show the interconnectedness 
of us all. 

Coventry Elementary School began participating in the Parade several years ago with two 
classes. This year, about 300 students, siblings, and parents will work with long-time co-sponsor Lake 
View Cemetery and veteran Parade artist Debbie Apple-Presser of Cleveland Heights on a portrayal of 
the diverse groups who visit the cemetery and appreciate its unique offerings. The ensemble will 
highlight the monuments, architecture, and natural setting, as well as the contexts for visiting — strolls, 
funerals, picnics, prayer. 



Two 10- to 12-foot-tall puppets were created at the Eastwood Day Treatment Center earlier this 
year and currently grace the gym until Parade day. Holding each other’s giant hands, they symbolize 
tolerance, belonging, and unity. 

More than 30 giant puppets will bring the Parade to its conclusion. Ranging between 8 and 18 
feet tall, these batik-caftan-clad characters will represent a fanciful society of vibrantly colored, larger- 
than-life peoples embodying the theme of this year’s Parade. Their musical accompaniment reflects that 
Northeast Ohio is “steel band land”: this extravaganza includes Mellow Harps, the Hudson High School 
Steel Band, and Solid Steel, a professional group that emerged from the Unversity of Akron’s steel band 
program. 

As the 1999 Parade becomes another piece of Parade history, more than a dozen individuals and 
ensembles will provide entertainment throughout the rest of the day, from Caribbean-inspired steel 
drumming and African dance to homegrown bluegrass and rock ‘n’ roll. The day’s climax will be a 
special 4-5 p.m. appearance by Cleveland blues legend (and 1999 Grammy nominee) Robert Lockwood, 
Jr. 

All ages can enjoy participatory activities presented by a record-high number [right?] of about 30 
University Circle-based organizations. Among the offerings this year: Yoruba Creativity! by the African 
American Museum, Noodle Magic by the Cleveland Office for UNICEF, Decorative Butterfly 
Headbands by Judson Retirement Community, Storytelling in American Sign Language by the 
Cleveland Signstage Theatre, and A Magical Tree of Sights and Sounds by The Cleveland Institute of 
Art and The Cleveland Institute of Music. 

New to the array of edible delicacies this year will be [what?] from Celebrations by Aunt Elaine, 
[bagels and cream cheese?] from Einstein Bros. Bagels, Mexican treats from Mi Pueblo Restaurant, and 
a second coffee bar run by University Circle’s Arabica Coffee and Tea. These join popular restaurants 
and caterers from years past (alphabetically): Captain Tony’s Pizza, Heinen’s, Hot Sauce Williams, Java 
Express, Pearl of the Orient, Pierre’s Ice Cream, Sergio’s, and Soul Vegetarian Central Carryout. 



The underground parking garage behind Severance Hall is available for $6 (enter from East 
Boulevard). Additional lots offering^ee parking are located throughout the Circle. Wade Oval Drive 
will be closed to traffic during the Parade, [at least that’s last year’s parking paragraph — OK?] 

Those interested in participating in the Parade should contact the Cleveland Museum of Art’s 
community arts office at (216) 421-7340, ext. 483. 

Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. The Parade is 
produced by The Cleveland Museum of Art and the Wade Oval Festivities are coordinated by University 
Circle Incorporated. 

Parade the Circle Celebration is sponsored by Metropolitan Bank & Trust with generous support 
from The George Gund Foundation. Additional support comes from the Ohio Arts Council, The Wolpert 
Fund of The Cleveland Foundation, and the Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Inc. This year's celebration is also 
supported posthumously by Laura G. Kichler, museum friend and lover of the arts. Promotional assistance is 
provided by The Plain Dealer and 89.7 WKSU. 
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FACT SHEET FOR 
PARADE THE CIRCLE 


What: The 1999 Parade the Circle Celebration is a free community arts event 

organized and presented by the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and 
University Circle Incorporated (UCI), now in its 10th year. The celebration comprises an unconventional 
visual arts Parade and Wade Oval Festivities, which include hands-on activities for the whole family to 
enjoy and a variety of multicultural dance and musical performances. 

When: Saturday, June 12, 1999, 1 1 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Parade begins its route at noon. 

Where: In the heart of University Circle. The Wade Oval Festivities are located on the 

Wade Oval Green between the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History. 

Wade Oval Wade Oval Festivities are before and after the Parade from 1 1 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 

Festivities: the Wade Oval Green. The festivities will feature three stages with live music and 

dance ensembles. Children can participate in imaginative and engaging activities 
presented by more than 25 University Circle organizations. A tantalizing, eclectic selection of foods is 
served up by local restaurants and vendors. 

Special Concert: In honor of the event's tenth year, the Wade Oval Festivities will present a free 

concert from 4 to 5 p.m. with blues legend and 1999 Grammy nominee Robert 
Lockwood, Jr. 

Parade Route: The Parade begins at noon from the Cleveland Museum of Art's parking lot. 

Turning right onto Wade Oval Drive and continuing onto East Boulevard, it circles 
counterclockwise around the Wade Oval Green passing the Cleveland Botanical Garden, Cleveland 
Institute of Music, Western Reserve Historical Society and Crawford Auto- Aviation Museum and the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Having completed its circle, the Parade ends on the Wade Oval 

Green. 

Parade Theme: This year's Parade theme is Rame Rasa. The name is a combination of Balinese 

and Sanskrit words. It means "the spirited energy of art that is created by a 
community working together," said Parade artistic director Robin VanLear. "Because the commumty 
participation in the Parade has skyrocketed over the past decade, I thought the combination of Rame, a 


bustling, chaotic environment, and Rasa, the mood or sentiment evoked by art, would make a 
perfect theme for the tenth year of the Parade." Another element of inspiration each year comes from 
CMA’s most recent major exhibition. This year it is a retrospective of the Mexican cultural hero; Diego 
Rivera: Art and Revolution. 

Parade History: VanLear organized the first Parade ten years ago, after serving as the artistic 

director for the Summer Solstice Celebration in Santa Barbara, California. The 
Parade has always relied on artistic expression, avoiding the use of written words, logos, motorized 
vehicles or live animals. The first Parade the Circle Celebration was in 1990. There were 100 Parade 
participants and 1,000 spectators. By 1998, there were over 1,600 Parade participants and more than 
30,000 spectators. 

International This year's Parade will feature acclaimed carnival artists from Mexico, Trinidad, 

Parade Artists: Puerto Rico, and Canada. Visual artists Rosario Fernando and Felix Diaz of 

Tijuana, Mexico, who are husband and wife, will work with three different 
outreach groups to create ensembles inspired by Diego Rivera. 

Carnival arts specialist Rudolph ’’Murphy" Winters of Port of Spain, Trinidad, returns to serve as the 
Parade's chief technician. Winters will oversee the mechanics of this year's giant puppets and create the 
structures for the opening and finale. 

Also returning is visual and performance artist Pedro Adorno of Puerto Rico, who will work with three 
outreach community groups and will teach the stiltwalking workshops offered in May. He is married to 
Cathy Vigo, a dancer and choreographer who will participate in the Parade s opening dance segment. 

Toronto-based stiltdancers Brad Harley, Ezra Houser, and Rick Simon will return to continue their 
work of preparing Paraders and will participate in the Parade. 

Michael Guy- James of Cascade, Trinidad will serve as the Parade's chief costume designer. Guy-James 
will create costumes for a large ensemble inspired by the art of Diego Rivera and flamboyant attire for the 

Parade's giant puppets. 

Posters & T-Shirts: The 1999 Parade the Circle Celebration commemorative posters and T-shirts, 

designed by Bruno Casiano of the Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center on 
Cleveland’s West Side, will be sold at the event. 


The underground parking garage behind Severance Hall is available ($6, enter 


Parking: 



from East Boulevard). Additional lots offering/ree parking are located throughout 
the Circle. Wade Oval Drive will be closed to traffic during the Parade, [that’s 
what we said last year — OK?] 


Sponsor: Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. 

The Parade is produced by the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Wade Oval 
Festivities are coordinated by University Circle Incorporated. The Parade the Circle Celebration is 
sponsored by Metropolitan Bank & Trust with generous support from The George Gund Foundation. 
Additional support comes from the Ohio Arts Council, The Wolpert Fund of The Cleveland Foundation, 
and the Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Inc. This year's celebration is also supported posthumously by 
Laura G. Kichler, museum friend and lover of the arts. Promotional assistance is provided by The Plain 

Dealer and WKSU 89.7. 
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FACT SHEET FOR 
WADE OVAL FESTIVITffiS 


What: The Wade Oval Festivities take place from 1 1 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wade Oval Green as part of 

Parade The Circle Celebration. The public can go tent-to-tent and enjoy the participatory 
activities offered by University Circle institutions. The festivities also include continuous 
entertainment on three performance stages, featuring the best of local and international talent. 

To celebrate Parade the Circle Celebration’s 10th year, blues legend and Clevelander Robert 
Lockwood, Jr., will perform from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. on the main stage. 

When: Saturday, June 12, 1999, from 11a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Where: On Wade Oval Green in the heart of University Circle in Cleveland, Ohio. 


Entertainment: Music 


Dance 


Activities: 


Solid Steel (world beat) 

Mr. Downchild and The House Rockers (blues) 
The Cruisemasters (rock ‘n’ roll) 

Clear Fork (bluegrass) 

Robert Lockwood, Jr. (blues) 

Drum Play (percussion) 

Mellow Harps (steel drum) 

The YARD (Cleveland School of the Arts) 
SAFMOD 

The Repertory Project 
The Dance/Theater Collective 
Iroko Drum and Dance Society 
Posajeros Transformados 



University Circle Institutions 

• African American Museum 

• Cleveland Botanical Garden 

• Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art 

• Cleveland Hearing and Speech Center 


Yoruba Creativity! 

Plant Parade Flags 
Art Communicates 
Communication Bookmarks 


• The Cleveland Institute of Art 

and The Cleveland Institute of Music 

• The Cleveland Museum of Art 

• The Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

• The Cleveland Music School Settlement 
and The Cleveland Orchestra 

• Cleveland Office for UNICEF 

• The Cleveland Play House 

• Cleveland Sight Center 

• Cleveland Signstage Theatre 

• Early Childhood Options 

• The Health Museum of Cleveland 

• Judson Retirement Community 

• Lake View Cemetery 

• Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 

• Ohio College of Podiatric Medicine of 
Cleveland/Foot and Ankle Clinic 

• Rainbow Children’s Museum 
& TRW Early Learning Center 

• Ronald McDonald House of Cleveland 

• The Sculpture Center 

• Shaker Historical Society 

• University Hospitals of Cleveland 
Auxiliary Committee and Rainbow Babies 
and Childrens Hospital 

• Western Reserve Historical Society 

• Young Audiences of Greater Cleveland 
and Lyric Opera Cleveland 

Other participating institutions include 

• Metropolitan Savings Bank 

• The Cleveland Shakespeare Festival 

• Puppetry Guild of Northeastern Ohio 

• Western Reserve Association for the 
Preservation and Perpetuation of 
Storytelling (WRAPPS) 


A Magical Tree of Sights and Sounds! 

Nuestro Pueblo 

Summer Fun By The Seashore 

Musical Discovery ...It’s Instrumental! 

Noodle Magic 
The Reluctant Dragon 
Blindfolded Golf 

Storytelling in American Sign Language 

Toddler Activity Center 

Learning with Stuff ee, the Health Ambassador 

Decorative Butterfly Headbands 

Stained Glass Window Making 

Web Of Life 

Make An Impression With Your Feet 

Circus Streamers 
Festive Faces 
Activity TBA 

'‘'‘Shear” Shaker Wool Collages 

Decorate The Hospital LD. Bracelets 
Historic Paper Sculpting 

SINGsational 

Tatoo Parlor 
Bard Bowie 99 
Puppetry 

Storytelling 
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ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL ARTISTS 
(alphabetically) 


Pedro Adorno 

Juan, Puerto Rico, is an actor, puppeteer, mask maker, stiltdancer and theater 

P^a Lt experimental dance, performing under the direction of 

Petra Bravo^ He has toured as an actor and a musician for three years with the Teatreros Ambulantes de 

The theater group traveled and performed in Martinique and Cuba. Adorno has also organized theater 
workshops in rural commumPes with the campesino theater in Nicaragua. A full-time artist with 

trmonts Bread & Puppet Theater (1991-1993), he toured South Korea, Colombia, Nicaragua, Costa Rica 
a y, Scotland, Canada and the U. S. A. In 1 993, Adorno founded Agua, Soly Sereno, a theater group 
dedicated to experimental performances, stiltdancing shows with drums, community workshops, and street 

Siy vJg^ ^ Cleveland. Adorno is married to 


Felix Diaz and Rosario Fernando 

Fehx Diaz 38, and Rosario Fernando, 38, are visual and performance artists from Tijuana, Mexico. They are 
accomplished puppeteers and have participated in numerous puppet theater and music workshops Diaz and 
Fernando created the puppet theater company, Planeta Azul and the musical group Colibri in the early 
1980s. Living and worldng together the past 17 years, they have participated in several international puppetry 
festivals, including the Scm Diego International Children's Festival and Teatre Ambulant Festival in 
Barcelona, Spain. They were featured artists at the Puppeteers of America National Festival (Toledo, OhioL 

Michael Guy-James 

Michael Guy-James, 29, of Cascade, Trinidad, is a costume designer specializing in large carnival structures. 
He created the costume prototypes for the opening ceremonies of the 1992 and 1996 Olympic Games and for 
the Bastille Day celebration in Paris. Guy-James has also performed at the Tobago Heritage Festival and 
designed and conceptualized costumes for the Children's Carnival (1994-1998). He served as a costume 
designer for; the Lindsay Kempo Company's production of Peter Pan in London, Cuban singer Toto La 
Monposina, the U.K. Year of the Visual Arts (1996), and the Nottinghill Carnival in London (1996-1997) 
This year Guy-James is the artistic director for Peter Minshall's 1999 carnival band. 


Ezra Houser 

Toronto, Ontario-based Ezra Houser, 23, will be stiltdancer in residence this year, working with Adorno 
in teaching CMA’s May and June workshops. A writer and poet, he is a pioneering member of The 
Swizzlestick Theatre, founded to bring the Affo-Caribbean tradition of the Moko Jumbie 
stiltwalker/dancer into North America. He is also affiliated with Shadowlands Theatre, whose Brad 
Harley and Rick Simon launched the Cleveland Parade stiltdancing program several years ago; Harley 
and Simon will join Houser for this year’s kick-off stiltdancing weekend in May. 

Cathy Vigo 

Cathy Vigo, 31, of San Juan, Puerto Rico, is a professional dancer, performer, stiltdancer and actress. Vigo 
was a member of Ballet Concerto de Puerto Rico (1983-1984) and Ballet de San Juan (1985-1987). In 
Puerto Rico, she has worked as a ballet teacher in several different academies and seminars, including her 
own Ballet Danza from 1994 until present. Vigo has also danced in IV Encounter of Modern Dance and in 
many modem and experimental dance productions in Puerto Rico. She has worked with such well-known 
Puerto Rican choreographers such as Gloria Llompart, Maria Calisaya, Waldo Gonzalez, Awilda Sterling, 
Oscar Mestey, Petra Bravo and Rafael Delgado. She was a full-time artist with Bread & Puppet Theater in 
Vermont (1991-1993), touring to South Korea, Colombia, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Italy, Scotland, Canada, 
and the U.S.A. She is married to Pedro Adorno. 

Rudolph "Murphy" Winters 

Carnival arts specialist Rudolph "Murphy" Winters, 54, is from Port of Spain, Trinidad. This is his fifth 
year with Parade the Circle. He will serve as the Parade's chief technician, overseeing the mechanics of 
this year's giant puppets. Murphy has worked on the opening ceremonies of the 1987 Pan Am Games, the 
100th Anniversary of Bastille Day in Paris (1990), the opening and closing ceremonies for the 1992 
Summer Olympics in Barcelona, and the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta. Winters was also one of six 
artists who created the Rockin' in the Streets parade for the opening of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
and Museum. 


ABOUT THE PARADE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Robin VanLear 

Robin VanLear, 50, of Cleveland Heights, is the Parade's artistic director. VanLear created the first 
Parade the Circle in 1990, after serving as artistic director for the Summer Solstice Celebration in Santa 
Barbara, California. In 1984, she received her Master of Fine Arts in Sculpture with an emphasis on 
performance, ceramics and wood from the University of California at Santa Barbara. Since then, VanLear 
has served as an instmctor on sculpture techniques at the Cleveland Institute of Art and as a drawing 
instmctor at Santa Barbara City College. She has lectured extensively and has served has artist-in- 
residence at several schools and art institutions. VanLear has created art performances and installations 
throughout the Cleveland area. She co-created and directed the Rockin ’ in the Streets parade for the 
opening of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum; co-designed the set, costumes and props fox An 
Aesop Odyssey, presented by the Cleveland Opera on Tour (1997); and co-designed the giant puppets 
and set for Peter and the Wolf (1997) and Pictures at an Exhibition (1998) for The Cleveland Orchestra. 
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